COMMUNIST BOSS
OF BULGARIA
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YOUNG COMMUNISTS MARCH THROUGH SOFIA'S ““NINTH OF SEPTEMBER” SQUARE UNDER POSTERS OF PREMIER GEORGI DIMITROV AND HIS INFLUENTIAL FRIEND

BULGARIA GETS THE“NEW DEMOGRACY

Last week, while a United Nations commission
was finishing up its investigation of Soviet expan-
sion in the Balkans, Lire Photographer David Doug-
las Duncan flew back to the U.S. with a pictorial
report on one of the biggest trouble spots in the
commission’s itinerary: Communist-run Bulgaria.

Most Americans have always thought of Bulgaria

in terms of comic-opera wars and attar of roses.

But since the war, when an opportunistic coalition
surrendered to the Russians (pp. 34-35), Commu-

PHOTOGRAPHS FOR LIFE BY DAVID DOUGLAS DUNCAN

nists have been calling the country “oneof Europe’s
new democracies.”” Bulgaria is neither. Actually it
is a testing ground for Stalinist Communism.

Red seed has seldom been sown on rockier land.
Unlike Poland and Hungary, Bulgaria has no great
feudal estates. Eighty percent of the population is
peasant, and nearly every peasant owns his own
land and wants to keep it (pp. 36-37). Bulgaria has
relatively little industry, and its mines and trans-
port have long since been nationalized. There is no

large, militant industrial class to provide a mass
Communist base.

Yet today Bulgaria is a Stalinist state, run by
famed Bulgarian Communist Georgi Dimitrov,
whose relationship to Stalin and Soviet Russia is
far from concealed (above). How Dimitrov has uti-
lized his office—and his connections—to spread
Soviet control through Russia’s Black Sea neigh-
bor is shown in Duncan’s photographs, many of
which had to be taken by eluding official guides.
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- GOVERNMENT’'S U NEASINESS is dramatized by
this display of pocketknives, screwdrivers, bottle-openers
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deposited on table outside doors of National Assembly.
Every galleryite must submit to thorough search, must

surrender his “‘weapons” and identification cards, Aflf
the assembly session, the cards and gadgets are returnq|




OPPOSITION LEADERS Krustio Lulchev (left), Petko Stoyanov (cent&r)
and Nikola Petkov were ousted from the Front after Communists took over.

AEDS AUN THE COUNTAY

NATIVE COMMUNISTS CONTROL ‘‘COALITION™

The way in which the Communists took over Bulgaria follows the
approved Soviet pattern for dealing with neighboring countries. In
1944 Russia declared war against Axis-allied Bulgaria, whereupon a
coalition government called the Fatherland Front seized power and
surrendered. Under the shrewd leadership of International Commun-
ist Georgi Dimitrov (LIFE’s cover), the Reds have gained full control
of the coalition and have exiled 9-year-old King Simeon.

With Russian troops and a purged Bulgarian army behind him,
Prime Minister Dimitrov is absolute boss. He allows mild opposition
(above), permils them to hold rallies. But Communist agents, locking
arms and holding off the erowds, quickly break up the mectings. News-
papers operate without conmorship, but only il they do not get too erit-
ical, The I, i instituting some desicable veforms hat in somoe il
aivable wayw, Thedr publio works progran will fncrvenne production, yet
the work i heing done by dpalted labor battalions, Last (all the gov
ovnment englneerad an elootion that gave i a majority, Deapite {liin




NATIVE COMMUNISTS CONTROL “‘COALITION"

The way in which the Communists took over Bulgaria follows the
approved Soviet pattern for dealing with neighboring countrics. In
1044 Russia declared war against Axis-allied Bulgaria, whereupon a
coalition government called the Fatherland Front seized power and
surrendered. Under the shrewd leadership of International Commun-
ist Georgi Dimitrov (Lire’s cover), the Reds have gained full control
of the coalition and have exiled 9-year-old King Simeon.

With Russian troops and a purged Bulgarian army behind him,
Prime Minister Dimitrov is absolute boss. He allows mild opposition
{above), permits them to hold rallies. But Communist agents, locking
arms and holding off the crowds, quickly break up the meetings. News-
papers operate without censorship, but only if they do not get too crit-
ival. The F.F. is instituting some desirable reforms but in some unde-
sirable ways. Their public works program will increase production, yet
the work is being done by drafted labor battalions. Last fall the gov-
ernment engineered an election that gave it a majority. Despite this
and despite Bulgarians’ long experience with changing dictatorships,
it is probable that only 25% of the people actually support the E.I.

RALLY of Youth Brigade is exhorted by Dimitrov. He has been famous Red hero since Nazis ar-
rested him for the Reichstag fire and he confounded them by winning acquittal from Nazi jury.
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PRESIDENT of Bulgaria is the Russian-trained Vasil HEAD OF ORTHODOX CHURCH, Metropolitan
Kolaroy, a good Communist who takes Dimitrov’s orders. Stefan [, has been wooed by a Moscow gift of $250,000.

COALITION BOSS is Secretary-General Tzola Dragoi-
cheva, former village schoolteacher who directs purges.
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 35

_



CITY LIFE can be pleasant. This is the home of Constantin Petkanov (leff), one of Bulgaria’s
best-known writers. Petkanov works for the government in the Ministry of Information. His ac-
tress wife and his two daughters are in the combination living and dining room of their small flat

ONLY THE OLD AND VERY YOUNG ESCAPE RED TRAINING

~GITY AND COUNTRY

URBAN AND FARM LIFE IS PROUD BUT PO

Both the independence and the misery of Bulgaria are rooted deeji}
its much-loved soil. Nearly everyone came originally from farm villag
like Bistriza (opposite). Prime Minister Dimitroy was a Samakov piill
er, and Coalition Boss Tzola Dragoichova once taught school at HBye
Slatina (map). To the older peasants their tiny tobacco and vegelil
plots and their livestock and poultry were proud symbols of indepuis
ence, even though they seldom made ends meet. As Agrarians and ol
fashioned Socialists, they established cooperatives, won land refon
and universal education. Even so, living was poor and hard.

It is the sons of such villagers, taught in Bulgaria’s free schoolu us
pesenting the grim demands of the soil, who have formed the hard oo
of Bulgaeian Communism. They hayo helped 1o communize the sehoo
pow seok to colleativize the land, T othor conntrien the seizure of b
dal cntaten s been popudar, But in Bulgacia (e menns taking the lad

il dndependend b - I L woal Bl




CITY SHORTAGES are acute, partly hecause of heavy Soviet requisitioning. At the baker’s
(above), Bulgarians queue up for bread rations, but there is little bread. Below, the government
replaces the old royalist currency with new issues. It now limits all Bulear families to $40 a month.

URBAN AND FARM LIFE IS PROUD BU“

Both the independence and the misery of Bulgaria ave rooied
its much-loved soil. Nearly everyone came oviginally from (i
like Bistriza (opposite). Prime Minister Dimitrov was a Suiuhs
er, and Coalition Boss Tzola Dragoichova once taught selhoul
Slatina (map). To the older peasants their tiny tobaceo wil §
plots and their livestock and poultry were proud symbols ol i
ence, even though they seldom made ends meet. As Agrariuies
fashioned Socialists, they established cooperatives, wor il
and universal education. Even so, living was poor and Ll

It is the sons of such villagers, taught in Bulgaria’s {vog pli
resenting the grim demands of the soil, who have formed tlie [
of Bulgarian Communism. Theyhave helped to communizo th
now seek to collectivize the land. In other countries the selain
dal estates has been popular. But in Bulgaria it means taking (8
small, independent farmers. It is these fathers and brothein o
collectivists who most oppose the government, viewing il Wil
what the same distrust once shown the AAA by America’s (i
Western farmers. The Soviet Union’s requisitioning of Buly
not made Dimitrov’s Two-Year Plan any easier to sell.

Despite the government’s frequent reprisals against peasiiii
ing the program, the Bulgars still speak up. One old man tolil
American that Bulgaria today is like the Garden of Eden. “How i
asked the American. “We're all naked and eating apples,” ho a8

- SR
SQUEEZED against the Black Sea, Bulgaria has always coveted and i
fought to possess Macedonia and Thrace. Soviet Union may back her ol
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Blooming trees are parts of the orchard which surrounds the village, while uplands in the
distance are pastures. Although the land is fairly distributed there is not enough for all.

RURAL SCENE in Bulsaria is always dominated by tile-roofed houses. Bistriza, on the
shoulder of Mt. Vitosha southwest of Sofia, is one of the many agricultural communities.
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GUSLA NATIONAL CHOIR is composed of doctors, members are of peasant origin. Here they wear colorful ~ their home areas. In prewar European competition thy
| postmen, students, small businessmen. Most of the 80  silk shirts embroidered with peasant patterns peculiar to choir won championship over 136 other choral groups.
38
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THE SOFIA BALLET DANCESOTHE STORY OF A FIERCE PEASANT LOVE AFFAIR THAT ENDS IN FIER

On moonlit nights the Bulgars lik

Y TRAGEDY. SETTING OF THE BALLET IS A SMALL BULGARIAN VILLAGE

e to stroll the  Gusla National Choir (opposite), best in Europe be-

streets and serenade the world with their guitars and  fore the war, is still immensely popular, Critics call
aocordions, But there s no bint of Latin languor in - some Sofia ballety (above) the erunl of anything ever
"t 1
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THE SOFIA BALLET DANCESOTHE STORY OF A FIERCE PEASANT LOVE AFFAIR THAT END

On moonlit nights the Bulgars like to stroll the

streets and serenade the world with their guitars and

E “ |--|. ll H A l- [S B A P [ accordions. But there is no hint of Latin languor in
the Bulgarian rhapsody. The Bulgars sing, dance,

paint and sculpt as passionately as they politick

Bu I-G A R s ; I: RU ST R AT ED T A I'ENTS an%ﬁtisslggf;gove-rnment has encouraged cultural

pursuits, and many Bulgarians have found them a

ARE P[m RED I NTO Al.l. THE ARTS relief and escape from oppressive reality. The great

COMPOSER Pantcho Vladiguerov recently toured Eu-

S IN FIERY TRAGEDY. SETTING OF THE BALLET IS A SMALL BULGARIAN VILLAGE

SCULPTOR Andrai Nikolov studied in Ttaly, weath-
rope, is famed for his Bulgarian Rhapsody and Concerto. ered the Allied bombings in his big, glassed-in studio.

Gusla National Choir (opposite), best in Europe be-
fore the war, is still immensely popular. Critics call
some Sofia ballets (above) the equal of anythingever
offered by Moscow’s Bolshoi. ;

The brilliant work of 73-year-old Painter Vladi- -

mir Dimitrov (below, right), no kin to the premier,

“is well known to every Bulgarian art lover. The

music of Composer Pantcho Vladiguerov (lower left)
is played by all of Bulgaria and much of Furope.

ARTIST Vliadimir Dimitrov, ““The Master,” paints rich
canvases of Bulgar peasant life. He neyer signs them.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 39




THE OLD HAVE DOUBTS BUT THE YOUNG HAVE PARADES

The streets of Bulgaria are filled with the sound of marching feet, a sound frighten-
ingly reminiscent of the days before the war. There are 60,000 Russian troops stationed
in the country, a force twice as large as in Bulgaria’s army. The Russians march in
close formation (below, lefi), singing lustily as they go. The silent marchers are Bulgar-
ian youths, conscripted to work on Communist projects (below, right). Even the girls
are taught how to march. In Bulgaria today everybody marches but the old people.

This is part of the plan. Bulgaria’s Communists are concentrating on the country’s
youth, giving them parades, celebrations and other planned activities. They are taught
the advantages of their “new democracy,” especially in contrast to the governments of
the Western democracies, or the “monarcho-fascists.”” And always before the youth of
Bulgaria are poster pictures of their nearby benefactor.

Sometimes Bulgaria’s older men tire of watching their young people forever march-
ing, grow weary of the campaign songs of the Russian troops. But as long as they do not
interfere with the new program, they are free to wander off and sit in the sun. No one
. stops them when they gather in tiny groups (opposite) and talk among themselves,
Ef in carefully guarded tones, of course, of the days when hammer-and-sickles were not
BEFORE the Balkan commission ar- splashed on the walls of their cities and when they could still hope for independence.
rived Stalin’s picture hung on statue.




SOVIET TROOPS MARCH past National Assembly Building. These Red Army youths LABOR BRIGADES MARCH off to work on government project with less uiil
bave orders to behave, keep to themselves. They have never fraternized with Bulgarians. lasm than singing Red soldiers. When youths ignore Red call, the F.F. conscripiu (s

£

GIRLS LEARN TO MARCH in athletic field of Sofia high school. Here their Russian- Bulgaria are concentrating their effort on recruiting young high-school students for thli
trained leader teaches them a kick that resembles the famed goose step. Communists in ~ parades, celebrations and, eventually, their work. Students have always heen susceptibli
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